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opments later in the hands of Dr. Woodward, aided by the 
ample resources of the Surgeon-General's office (Thomson). 
It is probable that the optical studies involved in these re- 
searches were the beginning of his interest in physiological 
optics, forming, as it does, such an important chapter in ophthal- 
mology, to which his subsequent life was devoted with such con- 
spicuous success. Thus early in his professional life as a military 
surgeon we see evidence of that fondness for industrious research 
and painstaking study which so signally characterized his subse- 
quent career. 

In the autumn of 1865, then 26 years of age, he sailed for 
Europe for the purpose of pursuing his studies abroad, following 
in this the example of many illustrious predecessors who, for 
more than a hundred years, had rendered famous the courts of his 
alma mater. 

When in reminiscent mood he often related to me many in- 
teresting and often amusing incidents falling under his obser- 
vation while visiting the various ophthalmological clinics in 
Europe. His characterization and personal estimate of the men 
who conducted them, and his description of their peculiar methods 
of work, proved of great interest to me when in later years I was 
thrown in contact in Europe with these men of whom 1 my first 
impressions had been received from Dr. Norris. The greater 
part of his time abroad was spent in Vienna under the instruction 
of Arlt, Jaeger, and Mauthner, for each of whom he retained 
throughout life the profoundest respect, and never los^ his sense 
of gratitude to these eminent masters. To Arlt, especially, he 
often referred, not only as an authority in ophthalmology, but with 
affectionate regard, always speaking of him in tones which one 
employs only for the friend he loves. 

He also spent much time in the Pathological Institute where, 
in conjunction with Strieker, he did valuable work in experi- 
mental study of the pathologic histology of the cornea, the results 
of which were published under their joint authorship in an ex- 
tended brochure (" Study of the Inflammations of the Cornea ") 
" Versnche Ueber Hornhautenzundnng." The great value 
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frequently inquire of its different members if they had not some- 
thing of interest to present. 

His active life is reflected briefly in the following enumera- 
tion of his official positions: Assistant Surgeon in the United 
States Army, Professor of Ophthalmology in the University of 
Pennsylvania, Attending Surgeon at Wills Eye Hospital, Chair- 
man of the Section in Ophthalmology and Member of the Board 
of Censors of the College of Physicians, Vice-President of the 
Philadelphia Pathological Society, Ophthalmologist to the Uni- 
versity Hospital and President of its Board of Trustees, a mem- 
ber of the Academy of Natural Sciences, Companion in the Mili- 
tary Order of the Loyal Legion, member of the American Philo- 
sophical Society, and Director of the Mutual Assurance Com- 
pany. 

It is not probable%that a life of luxurious ease ever presented 
itself as a serious temptation to Dr. Norris, if so, the deeper 
and more abiding charm of a life of devotion to higher ideals 
and more exalted ambitions claimed his unwavering loyalty — 
even though the requirement was that of unremitting toil. His 
life is now a memory, but it must ever remain with us as that of 
a noble, generous, unselfish presence, that with genial good will 
and unremitting fhdustry wrought well by our side — a helpful 
course, and has gone to its reward. 



